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M IGRATIONOF THE FORESTS STEPPE ECOTONE DURING
THE HOLOCENE PERIOD IN NORTHEAST CH INA

Ren Guoyu
(N ational Climate Center,B eijing, 100081, China)

Abstract On the basis of mapped summary of pollen data by the present author, an at-
tenpt ismade to reconstruct the positions of the forest-steppe ecotone in the Northeast
China Plain for the different times of the Holocene By correlating the modern tree pollen
percentagesw ith the present vegetation distribution, it seans reasonable to consider 40%
iopoll for arboreal as an indicator for the position of the forest-steppe ecotone This
iopoll thus could be used to reconstruct the evolution history of the ecotone On the thou-
sand-year time scale, themost w estern positionsof the ecotone, about 80 100 km w est of
the today’ s,w ere in about 4000 yr BP and 800 yrBP. Themaximum digplace of the ecotone
may have been no more than 150 km for the last ten thousand years It is therefore evident
that the vast w estern and central partsof theNortheast China Plain w ere never covered by
any typesof forests during the Holocene
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