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Chongming, located in the northeast of Shanghai, is at the estuary of Yangtze River. Being an ecological friendly region, Chongming plays an important role in future eco-economy development. As “the last pure land” and one of the best eco-environmental districts in Shanghai, Chongming’s ecological capacity is three times that of the average in Shanghai. However, GDP per capita of Chongming is about one quarter of Shanghai’s average. On the new road to industrialization, how to improve the residents’ quality, optimize the industrial structure and promote economic development is a crucial question for Chongming at the premise of protecting the eco-environment.

Based on the analytical method of ecological footprint, industry cluster and emergy theory, the author makes a systematic study on regional eco-economy in Chongming. The result shows that:

1) Chongming’s economy is still at the stage of factor-intensive, the input of pesticides and fertilizer is crucial for agriculture, the pillar industry in Chongming, also is true with low-class processing industries here. Such industries stand at the low end of the industrial chain and can not drive the fast development of Chongming.

2) The coordination of producing factors in eco-economic system of Chongming is in poor condition. Much idle land, scarce funds, low attraction of labours and talents joins together to harsh the situation. Hence, it is very difficult to develop economy by the region itselfinteriorthe.

3) Being an isolated Island, the infrastructure and transportation of Chongming are not well established, so as to improve the cost of production and transportation.

Therefore，the author argues that the common way of economic development, say, the traditional upgrade of factor-intensive to a capital-intensive economy, is not suitable for Chongming. Chongming must develop a new way of development, which relies on the input of knowledge, high-tech and R&D activities from outside. In such, Chongming may upgrade its existing industries and develop new industries simultaneously, focusing on ecological designing and producing shipping industry cluster, R&D for biomedicine industry cluster, international education industry cluster and modern creative industry cluster.

At last, the author puts forward some policy suggestions on building soft environment, especially in accelerating the inflow of knowledge. 
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